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Associative and causal theories of learning differ with respect to whether reasoners make tacit generic
assumptions about unobservable causal events. A major appeal of the causal approach is the coherent formulation
of answers to indefinitely many causal questions. This talk will illustrate how a core set of causal assumptions
enables reasoners to 1) estimate the strength of a cause to influence an effect, 2) generalize coherently to a novel
context, and 3) make diagnostic causal inferences. Each of these capabilities poses a challenge to associative theories.
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